
Location

Address: 133 S College Ave, College Place, WA, 99324, USA
Geographic Areas: Walla Walla County, T07R35E36, COLLEGE PLACE Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 3.50

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Education

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Education Education - College

Education Education - College

Construction Type Year Circa
Built Date 1935

Construction Dates:
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

2019-01-00432, , City of College 
Place Reconnaissance and 
Intensive Level Survey

5/9/2019  

Local Registers and Districts
Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:
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West facade.

West entrance.

East facade, north end.

Photos

West facade.

North facade.

East facade, south end.
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Southeast corner.
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Inventory Details - 5/9/2019

Characteristics:
Category Item

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Form Type Multiple Dwelling - Dormitory

Roof Type Hip

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Shingle

Cladding Brick - Stretcher Bond

Structural System Wood - Platform Frame

Plan Rectangle

Styles:
Period Style Details

Mid-Late 19th and Early 20th 
Century Revivals

Tudor

Detail Information

Common name:

Date recorded: 5/9/2019

Field Recorder: Spencer Howard

Field Site number:

SHPO Determination

Surveyor Opinion

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): Yes

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): Yes
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Significance narrative: The property, constructed ca. 1935 according to a historic photograph on page 88 of 
“Bold Venture: A History of Walla Walla College,” does not appear individually eligible 
under National Register of Histor-ic Places (NRHP) Criterion C, as it does not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or possess high 
artistic value. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion A, as it is does 
not have a known important association with a single event or pattern of events 
significant to the city’s architec-tural history. 
The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and associ-ation. 
The property is located within and appears to contribute to a potential NRHP historic 
district eligible for listing at the local level of significance under NRHP Criteria A and C. 
The building contributes to a cohesive group of buildings that collectively contribute to 
the potential historic district’s historic char-acter. Under Criterion A, the campus reflects 
a pattern of events important in the growth and devel-opment of Walla Walla University 
and the City of College Place, including the post-World War II devel-opment to 
accommodate student population. Under Criterion C the potential historic district 
embod-ies the distinctive progression of building forms from the start of the University 
through post-World War II era growth. The building forms and architectural styles 
represented within the potential historic district constitute an important and distinctive 
collection of education related architecture within the City of College Place. 
The district retains a significant concentration of buildings and circulation features that 
represent the pattern of physical development and convey a visual sense of the historic 
environment. The building is notable for its construction at the transition from the Great 
Depression into World War II and the as-sociated funding, student population, and 
material limitations during this period. 
Due to the reconnaissance nature of the survey, research was not conducted to identify 
the builder or designer of the building or determine if the property is eligible under 
Criterion B, or D. Further proper-ty research may yield additional information informing 
potential eligibility.
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Physical description: Meske Hall (formerly Conard Hall) is a platform frame structure University men’s 
dormitory that fronts S College Avenue. The Tudor Revival style, three-and-a-half story 
residence hall stands on a poured concrete foundation and follows an irregular plan. The 
original building has a rectangular plan, with a ca. 1941 L-shaped addition to the rear. 
Built as a women’s dormitory, the building was originally known as Conard Hall. 
The building has a hip roof clad with asphalt composition shingles and stepped parapets 
at the front projecting entrance and projecting bays at either end of the front facade and 
at the north and south facades. Similar bays project on the rear facade, but without the 
parapets. The roof has modest boxed eave overhangs with gutters along the eaves. 
Louvered vents in the peak of the front bays have a round arched openings outlined in 
brick headers with a rowlock brick sill and a decorative two arch detail at the top of the 
louvers. A shed roof dormer projects off the rear facade at the south end providing day 
lighting and ventilation for the half story. 
Cladding consists of brick veneer having a raked face. Tan and reddish brick are used to 
create a varie-gated appearance, with red tinted mortar. A soldier course band wraps the 
top of the third story. Dec-orative brick work accents the face of the projecting front 
entrance bay. 
Windows consist of single 10:1 double hung sash and paired 6:1 double hung sash on the 
original building. All have steel lintels and exterior storms. Window openings have soldier 
course brick head-ers, projecting rowlock brick sills, and a stacked bond course at the 
window opening jambs. The front entrance bay at the second story has a window group 
consisting of a center 6:1 windows flanked by two 4:1 windows, with small, vertical 
windows to either side of the entrance. 
The front entrance consists of a flight of concrete stairs with metal hand railings and 
flanked by brick clad cheek walls. A narrow landing extends across the top of the stairs 
with a pair of replacement alu-minum frame doors providing access to the interior. The 
doorway is stepped back slightly within the facade with a decorative brick basket weave 
pattern over the doorway and soldier course brick around the doorway. Wall sconces 
flank the doorway. Secondary entrances occur at either end of the building and consist of 
concrete stairs leading up to stoops. 
The building’s plan and cladding remain intact with extensive window changes. 
Alterations based on building permits include: 2000, dean’s apartment renovation; 2007, 
relocate two doorways to storage and laundry rooms, infilling the former locations; 
2009, repair water damage from winter storms and replace sheetrock on some interior 
walls; 2012, basement ceiling repairs removing existing 12 by 12 tiles, installing fire 
sprinklers, and installing a drop ceiling and new lighting; 2012, replaced the front 
entrance doors and reused the existing hardware; and, 2014, remodel of bathrooms 
including new sink, showers, and toilets. Alterations include a new exterior stairway and 
flat roof at the north end of the building. The ca. 1941 rear addition to the building 
adding what is currently known as Conard Hall, a women’s dormitory.

Bibliography: City of College Place building permit records. 
Walla Walla County Assessor property record data, including estimated year built.
Walla Walla University building information provided by facilities services. 
Aamodt, Terrie Dopp. Bold Venture: A History of Walla Walla College. (Walla Walla 
College, College Place, 1992), p 88.
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